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MEMORIALS OF COL. JEHTJ EYRE. 

CONTRIBUTED AND EDITED BY 

PETEK D. KEYSER, M.D. 

(Conoluded from page 307.) 

Having finished his labors at Fort Pitt, Mr. Eyre returned 
to Philadelphia in December, 1760, and again went to work 
at the ship-yard of Richard Wright in Kensington, with 
whom his brother Manuel had remained. On January 8, 
1760, Manuel married Mary, and Dec. 28, of the Same year, 
Jehu married Lydia, daughters of the said Richard Wright. 
They both entered into the business with him, and succeeded 
him a few years afterwards. 1 About this time their youngest 
brother, Benjamin George Eyre (who became Colonel and 
Aid-de-Camp to General Washington at Trenton and Prince- 
ton), 2 came to them from Burlington, IS. J., where their father 
had died Jan. 14, 1761, to learn ship building. The three 
brothers carried on the business together for some years, 
until the early part of 1777, when they separated, Manuel 
going into the Navy Board, and Benjamin G. remaining in 
the Army. 

Jehu remained at the old place in Kensington, on the river 
just above the present Hanover Street, near where the Wm. 

1 The first large vessel that Manuel and Jehu Eyre built after succeeding 
Kichard Wright in the business, was a barque called the " Truelove." I have 
often heard my mother say that the first large vessel her grandfather launched 
was a barque named " Truelove," and that the first one built by her father, 
George Byre, the oldest son of Jehu, and successor to his business, was a 
barque named the " Three Brothers," after his father Jehu, and uncles Manuel 
and Benjamin G. This barque "Truelove," I suppose, was the vessel that 
came here to our docks from Greenland or Iceland in 1873, then spoken 
of as being 109 years old, and having been built in Kensington, Philadel- 
phia— P. D. K. 

2 His name is not in the list of Aids given by Sparks, but the tradition 
that he acted in that capacity is supported by the fact that his portrait is 
to be found in Trumbull's picture of Washington at "^rinceton. — P. D. K. 
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Penn Treaty Monument stands. His dwelling house is still 
standing in its primitive style ; a two-story brick, with large 
cut stone copes over the door and windows. 

After the news of the battle of Lexington, companies of 
minute men and associators for military purposes were being 
formed throughout the Colonies, and the citizens of Phila- 
delphia became very active in such movements. One of the 
first to take a prominent part in them was Jehu Eyre, who 
formed his ship carpenters, workmen, and apprentice boys 
into a military company for the protection and defence of 
the city and county, he being the captain commanding them. 

From his Orderly-Book we find that on Aug. 30, 1775, 
Capt. Jehu Eyre's men on guard at the State House — 

Joseph Eobinett, Serg't of Eichard Eyhl, 

the Guard, Michael Yops, 

Conrad Smith, Corporal, Daniel Haines, 

George Grosskop, Conrad Stager. 

Again on guard at the same place Sept. 21, 1775 — 

Joseph Eobinett, Serg't, Jacob Bumm, 

John Gunn, Thomas Sutton, 

Thomas Gunn, Jonathan Wright. 
David Dubinhall, 

Sept. 21, 1775, Guard at Powder House — 
Jacob Sheppard, Serg't, Eobert Patterson, 

George Bakeoven, George Sheats, 

Christopher Painter, John Wood. 

Capt. J. Eyre's men on guard Oct. 10, 1775, at the State 
House — 

Joseph Eobinett, Serg't, John Brown, 

Peter Browne, Jacob Jones, 

Eichard Ehyl, Joseph Hopkins, 

John Wood, Thomas Palmer. 
Michael Yops, 

Oct. 10, at the Gaol— . 
Joseph Frandelberg, Christopher Painter, 

Serg't, Jonathan Wright, 

Benjamin Wood, Jacob Sheppard, 

Wm. McMichael George Grosskop. 

Jonathan Grice, 
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Oct. 10, at the Powder House — 
George Sheats, Serg't, George Bakeoven, 

George Fox, Peter Paris, 

Conrad Lutes, John Wilkins. 

George Mederer, 

Nov. 19th— 

Joseph Robinett, Serg't, Robert Davis, 

William Turner, Serg't, George Pox, 

Richard Ryhl, " "William Guinnop, 

Henry Brewster, Benjamin Corot, 

David Bradshaw, David Derrick, 

George Pfister, Thomas Palmer, 

Alexander James, John Rain, 

Jno. Rush, Conrad Stager. 

In July, 1775, the Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania, 
being desirous of having gunboats built for the defence of 
the Delaware River, invited certain shipbuilders to present 
models for the same. Manuel Eyre, the senior of the three 
brothers, presented a model, which, being approved by the 
Committee, the order was given to the firm on the 10th of 
July to build one according to it, and on the 26th of the same 
month it was launched from their yard, and called the Bull 
Dog. They afterward built "The Pranklin" and "The Con- 
gress." 1 At the time Gen. "Washington was preparing to 
make his attack on Trenton, N". J., to capture the Hessian sol- 
diers at that place, he was so short of troops that the militia 
of Pennsylvania and New Jersey were ordered to reinforce 
his army, and the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania issued 
the following appeal : — 

The calamities of war having spread through the neighbor- 
ing State to our very borders, and our metropolis in danger of 

1 Christopher Marshall recorded in his diary under date of April 5, 1776 : 
" I went to Dr. Young's ; not at home. We went up to Kensington ; found 
him and Beveral friends there at work on board the frigate building by 
Messrs. Eyre. We joined them in assisting what we could till night. Then 
came home." On the 6th he wrote : " Near two, set off for Kensington, in 
order to assist in getting the lower deck beams on board the frigate building 
by Messrs. Eyre. I presume there came not short of one hundred, who 
stayed until they were all put on board. In which were included three parts 
of the Light Infantry of First Battalion, who came in warlike array." 
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being reduced, and had it not been for tfte spirit and virtue 
of some of our brave Countrymen, wbo witb the blessing of 
Almighty God, have checked the progress of our enemy, it 
might now be in their possession ; but while they can main- 
tain, without interruption, a Port within a day's march of 
this City, we ought not consider ourselves in safety, nor should 
any man be allowed to withhold his service from the Public, 
or to indulge himself in a pusilanimous neutrality, when he 
must reap all the advantages that will be derived from the 
virtuous struggles of those in the Field ; therefore — 

Resolved, that Colonel Cadwalader send an officer from his 
Brigade belonging to each district in this City, the Liberties, 
and townships of Moyamensing and Passyunk, who are here- 
by authorized to call out all the able-bodied men in their dis- 
tricts by a written or printed notice left at each of their respec- 
tive habitations, and to enroll and form them into proper 
companies under the officers already chosen ; and when so 
enrolled they are to be subject to such military duty as the 
militia now in service. If any persons should be so lost to a 
sense of their duty as to refuse or decline to obey such noti- 
fication, they shall be considered as Enemies to this State, and 
shall not be intituled to any protection under this Govern- 
ment, either for their persons or property. Such Persons 
whose passive conduct, from the commencement of the present 
contest with G. Britain have manifested Religious Scruples 
against bearing arms, are excepted, as well as those whose 
age and bodily infirmity render them unfit for duty, or are 
in public offices and have exemptions from this board. 

Under this order the ranks of the military organizations 
were filleu up, and Capt. Jehu Eyre's company was soon 
ready for service. When the call was made for the militia to 
march, Capt. Eyre with his company, formed and officered as 
follows, started Dec. 6, 1776, to join the army near Bristol: — 

Jehu Eyre, Captain, Geo. Pfister, 

John Browne, Lieutenant, David Derrick, 

Joseph Robinett, Sergeant, Thos. Palmer, 

Jacob Sheppard, " John Rain, 

Joseph Frandelberg, " Conrad Stager, 

George Sheats, " John Brown, 

Wm. Turner, " Michael Yops, 

¥m. McMichael, Jacob Jones, 

Daniel Bates, J. Hopkins, 

Christian Overstag, Jonathan Grice, 
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Hugh Lemmon, 
Jacob Hanshew, 
Robert Brown, 
William Howell, 
John Robb, 
John Miller, 
Benjamin Pearson, 
George Death, 
John Ruke, 
Valentine Sorks, 
Joseph Sickfrit, 
Daniel Bradshaw, 
Christian Froelich, 
Henry Brewster, 
Alex. James, 
Robert Davis, 
George Fox, 
William Guinnop, 
Benjamin Corot, 
Jacob Reel, 
George Streeten, 
John Moseley, 
Mathew Remer, 
Roger Palmer, 



Geo. Grosskop, 
Jonathan Wright, 
Christopher Painter, 
Geo. Mederer, 
Geo. Carlin, 
Geo. Bakeoven, 
Conrad Lutes, 
Peter Paris, 
John Wilkins, 
Conrad Smith, 
David Dubinhall, 
John Gunn, 
Thos. Gunn, 
Jacob Bumm, 
Thos. Sutton, 
Robert Patterson, 
John Wood, 
John Barker, 
Stephen Carter, 
Benj. Wood, 
William Parsons, 
Daniel Price, 
Edward Conner, 
John Ogborn. 



This Company was formed for artillery service, Capt. 
Eyre having no doubt learned the handling of guns while 
under the English in Port Pitt in 1760. 

Arriving up nearly opposite Trenton he reported for duty 
with his command, and was placed with that of Gen. Ewing 
who was to cross just below Trenton, to intercept the retreat 
of the Hessians in that direction. 

As it was necessary to cross the river in boats through the 
floating ice, and an inspection of such as they could gather 
was necessary, Capt. Eyre on the 23d of December de- 
tailed the following men, who were boat builders, from his 
company, to repair the defective craft at "Trentown ferry:" 
John Ogborn, Geo. Pfister, John Mosley, Joseph Smith, 
Mathew Remer, Roger Palmer, and Jacob Hanshew. 

After the return of Washington with his troops and prison- 
ers to the Pennsylvania side of the river, the evening of the 
day of the battle, the following guard of Capt. Eyre's men 
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was placed at the ferry above Trenton, then called Eyre's 
Ferry : Joseph Erandelberg, Serg't, John Wood, John Barker, 
Stephen Carter, Benj. Wood, Wm. Parsons, Daniel Price, and 
Edward Conner. There they remained until the 30th of 
December, when Gen. Washington ordered the whole com- 
mand over to Trenton. Erom thence they moved on and 
took part in the Battle of Princeton Jan. 4, 1777, and the 
succeeding campaign. After which, Capt. Eyre's term of ser- 
vice having expired, he returned home with his command, as 
the danger to the city had passed away. 

He then entered actively into his business, as his brothers 
Manuel and Benjamin G. had withdrawn therefrom. Manuel 
had been appointed one of the Navy Board to take under 
their care all the vessels of war, armed boats, fire ships, etc., 
belonging to Pennsylvania, constructed for the defence of the 
city by water, and to furnish them with everything necessary 
to attack or repel the enemy. The Navy Board was com- 
posed of the following gentlemen: Andrew Caldwell, Joseph 
Blewer, Joseph March, Manuel Eyre, Paul Cox, Robert 
Ritchie, William Pollard, Samuel Massey, Thomas Barclay, 
and William Bradford. 

Immediately on his return, Capt. Eyre laid the keel (Jan. 
25, 1777), of the schooner Dolphin, which he built in connec- 
tion with his brother-in-law, Peter Browne, 1 an iron worker 
for ships, etc. 

The schooner was finished the last of March, and on April 
the 9th sold to Capt. Miller, Jehu Eyre, and Paine Newman, 
who held her in copartnership of one-third each. 

He also built the schooner Molly at this time, which was 
owned by the same parties in thirds. During the first two- 
thirds of this year he was attending to his business, and at 
the same time keeping up the military system, ready to serve 
when called upon by the State Government ; for in June he 
reorganized his Company, as the following copy of th? origi- 
nal muster roll shows: — 

1 Peter Browne had married also a daughter of Biohard Wright, and 
sister of the wives of Manuel and Jehu Eyre. 
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We whose names are hereunto subscribed do Pledge our 
Faith to each other that we will continue to associate for the 
Defence of American Liberty, and to stand forth for the same 
when called on, as witness our hands this 5th day of June, 
1777, in a Company of Artillery — 



Jehu Eyre, Captain, 
John Browne, 1st Lieu't, 
¥m. McMichael, 8erg% 
John Rain, 
Jacob Reel, 
Richard Howell, 
Christian Overstag, 
John Miller, 
Christian Froelich, 
Joseph Smith, 
Matliew Remer, 
Roger Palmer, 
Jacob Hanshew, 
Christian Rush, 
Hugh Mulloy, 
Peter Browne, 
Thos. Rice, 
Samuel Baker, 
Thomas Earren, 
Adam Watt, 
John Farren, 
John Ogborn, 
Robert Cane, 
John Davis, 
Joseph Robinett, 
John Westcott, 



George Streten, 
Morgan Rice, 
Valentine Sorks, 
Manuel Eyre, 
Sam'l Clinton, 
Alex. McAllister, 
William Knox, 
William Christian, 
Joseph Allen, 
Jesse Williamson, 
Richard Salter, 
Michael Baker, Jr., 
Daniel Earnest, 
Henry Pote, 
Thomas Stone, 
John Sutton, 
James Young, 
Robert Brown, 
Adam Baker, 
Peter Helm, 
John Osborn, 
David Derrick, 
John Cramp, 
William Coats, 
John Crawford, 
Michael Baker, Sr. 



On July 25, 1777, the different companies of militia artil- 
lery in the City and Liberties were united into a battalion 
under command of 

Jehu Eyre, Colonel, Joseph March, Major, 

Thomas Nevil, Lieut-Colonel, John Westcott, Adjutant. 

1st Company. 
Samuel Massey, Captain, 
Joseph Fry, Capt-Lieut, 
John McGinley, 1st Lieut, 

2d Company. 
John McCullough, Captain. 



Isaac Ashton, 2c? Lieut, 
William Thome, Capt En- 
gineer. 
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3d Company. 

Peter Browne, Captain, John Ogbourn, 1st Lieut, 

Jesse Williamson, Capt.- ¥m, McMichael, 2d Lieut., 

Lieut., John Happ, Capt. Engineer. 

4th Company. 
"William Prowell, Captain, John Callanan, 1st Lieut., 
Edward James, Capt.-Lieut., John Claypole, 2d Lieut. 

The approach of the enemy from the Chesapeake towards 
Philadelphia in August, 1777, again caused a call upon the 
militia of the city and county, and William Henry, Lieut, of 
the County, issued an order to that effect to Col. Eyre, as 
follows: — 

Sir: In consequence of the Executive Councils orders to 
me, you are hereby ordered to get ready the first and second 
companys of Artillery Militia under your command to march 
from hence to Chester, there to join the Militia under the 
command of Maj.-General John Armstrong, and obey such 
orders as you shall there receive. I am, Sir, 

Your very Humb. Serv't, 

WM. HENRY, Lieut. 
Philadelphia, 27 Aug. 1777, To Col. Jehu Etke, 
Commandant of the Philadelphia 
Artillery Militia. 

On receipt of the above order Col. Eyre issued the follow- 
ing to his first and second companies : — 

Sir: In consequence of An order from the Executive Coun- 
cil Deliver'd me By William Henry, Esq., Lt. of the City & 
District of Philad"., you are ordered to get your Comp'y of 
Artillery Militia Ready to march off from hence to Chester — 
there to join the Millitia under the command of Major-Gen 1 
John Armstrong, or obey such orders as you shall there Re- 
ceive. I am, Sir, 

Your very humble Serv*, 

JEHU EYKE, Col. ArVy. 
To Capt 8 M asset & McCtrixouGH, 
Kensington, August 27, 1777. 

K B. You are to Parade your Conir/ in the State house 
yard to-morrow at 1 o'clock on Business of Importance. 

A few days after getting the two Companies off for their 
destination he received the following order direct from 
Thomas Wharton, President of the State Council: — 



420 Colonel Jehu Eyre. 

In Council, Philad'a, Sept. 6, 1777. 

Sir : There is Great Reason to believe that the Enemy's 
Ships will make an Attempt to weigh the Chevaux-de-Frize, 
& to Destroy our Fortifications on the Delaware, with De- 
sign to reach the City ; whilst their Army is endeavoring to 
Penetrate the Country; it, therefore, becomes Absolutely 
Necessary for Council to Pay strict attention to these Mat- 
ters. The works at Billingsport, Fort Island, Darby Creek, 
and Bush Island by order of his Excellency, Gen 1 Washing- 
ton, are left almost Without guard. You will, therefore, 
repair immediately to these works, and Post the two Com- 
panys of Militia Artillery, that are under your command, in 
such way as to you may appear most Advantageous. 

I desire you will use your utmost Endeavors to have those 
Fortifications put into as good a state of Defence as possible, 
under the direction of such officer or officers as his Excellency, 
Gen 1 Washington, has or may order there for that purpose. 

Proper Attention should be paid to the Military or other 
Stores, &c, that are already or may hereafter be ordered there; 
have them carefully examined, & see that no waste or Imbezle- 
ment happens. 

In conjunction with the Commanding Officer of our Fleet, 
I Request that you will Exert yourself to take, Burn, Sink, 
or otherwise Destroy the Enemy's Ships or vessels that may 
Attempt to Invade this or the Neighbouring States. 

I expect in a few Days three or four Companys of the Mil- 
litia from Bucks County, the whole of which, or a Part, as 
there may Be Occasion, I will order to reinforce you. 

I am, Sir, 
Your very hum Me Serv't, 
To Col. Jehu Eyre. THOS. WHARTON, Pres't. 

Upon receipt of this he immediately called out the two 
remaining companies of his Battalion, consisting of those of 
Capt. Peter Browne and Capt. John Ruper (who had suc- 
ceeded Capt. Prowell in command of the fourth company), 
got them ready, and on the 9th of September went with them 
to Billingsport and Fort Island. After placing them properly 
there, he joined the companies at Chester that were with Gen. 
John Armstrong, commander of the Pennsylvania Militia in 
Washington's army then preparing to oppose the march of 
the Enemy from the Chesapeake to Philadelphia. By order 
of Gen. Armstrong he placed his cannon at Pyle's Ford to 
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prevent the enemy from crossing the Brandywine at that 
point. On the defeat of the Americans his two companies 
on the Delaware came up to him, and they fell back with 
the whole army to the Trappe, Montgomery County, and 
subsequently went into winter quarters at Valley Forge. At 
the Battle of Germantown he was under command of Gen. 
Armstrong on the right, and inarched down to the mouth of 
the Wissahickon, where he placed his cannon, and opened the 
attaek on the Hessians stationed opposite. 1 

As the Militia were enlisted for six weeks only, Maj.-Gen. 
Armstrong issued the following Division Order, Nov. 16, 
1777, in relation to them: — 

D. 0. Camp White Mabsh, Nov. 16, 1777. 
A number of the Militia in the State Corps of Artillery 
commanded by Col. Jehu Eyre having served their Tour ap- 
pointed by Law are now discharged. Col. Eyre will, there- 
fore, immediately make return of the Residue of his Corps, 
also of the Arms, Blankets, and Camp Equipage belonging 
to the Public now remaining in Camp, also the number of 
teams Employed with the Militia of Pennsylvania, particu- 
larly showing the uses of which they are applied, and the 
Battalion of which they now belong, &c. &c. &c. 

JOHN ARMSTRONG, Maj.-Gen'l. 

Col. Eyre knowing that he could not return to Philadel- 
phia, as it was in the possession of the British, persuaded 
his old company of Kensington Artillery to remain with him, 
which they did by re-enlisting for a few weeks longer under 
Jesse Williamson as Captain. Maj. Marsh remained with 
him, for in a report of Capt. Jesse Williamson's Co. of Militia 
Artillery, commanded by Col. Jehu Eyre, of Nov. 30, 1777, 
he returns present for duty: 1 Col., 1 Major, 1 Captain, 1 
Capt.-Lieut., 1 Lieut., 1 Doctor, 1 Clerk, 12 M. Sergt., 3 Ser- 
geants, 3 Corporals, 5 Gunners, 1 Drum and fife, 33 Matrosses, 
and 4 Matrosses turned out of the ranks as Carters. After 
the others were discharged, the following order was issued: 

1 See Gen. Armstrong's Report to President Wharton from camp at 
Towamensing, Oct. 14, 1777. 
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D. 0. Camp White Marsh, Nov. 21, 1777. 

Col. Eyre commanding the Artillery of the State of Penn- 
sylvania will immediately send to.Allentown at least two of 
the Ammunition waggons and one Budge Cart, and all the 
ammunition belonging to the Two Iron Pieces, and as much 
of that fitted for the Brass six pounders as the Commanding 
ofiicer shall think may be spared at present. A conductor is 
to be Present for the Careful delivery and storage of the am- 
munition, who will return on the delivery of those Stores to 
Col. Hagner or such other Persons as may have the care of 
the State Stores at that place. 

Gen. Erwin 1 will furnish a Sergeant guard. The Horses 
and waggons are immediately to Return. Col. Bull will 
point out a proper Place ten or fifteen miles up the country, 
to which the two Iron Pieces are forthwith to be sent. The 
Conductor will apply to Col. Henry if at Allentown, or to 
State Armourer there, and by the Return waggons bring to 
Camp such repaired Arms and Accoutrements as are ready. 

JOHN ARMSTRONG , Maj, Gen. 

He remained with the army in camp until January the 
10th, 1778, when the time of his last Company which had 
re-enlisted was out. He then gave John Ogborn, the Capt.- 
Lieut., the sum of three hundred and fifty-eight pounds 
fifteen shillings pay for the Company. 2 Having now no 
command left, he withdrew from the army, and went to Bur- 
lington, N. J., where he had sent his wife and children on 
the occupation of Philadelphia by the Enemy. 

His active spirit could not rest as long as there was an 
enemy near, and he immediately set about harassing them on 
the river Delaware. With this idea he formed a copartnership 
with Thomas Bradford, Paul Cox, Manuel Eyre, Commodore 
Hazelwood, James Longhead, and Joseph Blewer to purchase 
two guard Boats to run down the river privateering. On the 
20th of Jan. 1778, he went to Trenton and got two boats, 
which he had hauled down to Burlington where he fitted 
them up for service, and by Feb. 2d, had them off on their 
duty. On the 30th of January, in company with James 

1 General James Irvine. 

2 The receipt is in my possession.— P. D. K. 
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Longhead, Samuel Massey, and "William Miller, he purchased 
another boat for the same purpose. 

He was busily employed with these vessels until April 23d ? 
when he was engaged by the Congress to go to Easton and 
Reading to build boats for the rivers Delaware and Schuylkill. 

July 1, 1778, he was placed in charge of the Boat Depart- 
ment for building the boats needed by the States in Philadel- 
phia ; which kept him employed until March of the next year. 
During that time he had four separate sets of ship's carpen- 
ters at work at different localities under their foremen, — one 
under Capt. Jacob Miller at Easton, one under Capt. Samuel 
Clinton at Heading, one under Capt. ¥m. Bowers at Chester, 
and one in Philadelphia under Richard Salter. During all this 
time his Battalion of Artillery was kept intact, and he held 
the commission of Colonel commanding the same, ready to 
march at the call of the Executive Council of the State. 

During the greater part of the year 1779 he was actively 
engaged with his Battalion commanding the fortifications on 
the Delaware, commencing in April as per following order: — 

Citt of Philada., Lieu't Office, April 23, 1779. 
Sir: In Consequence of an Order from the Hon. Executive 
Council to me, You are hereby Required to call immediately 
into service, to relieve the Garrison at Mud Island and Bil- 
lingsport, of Colonel Proctor's regiment now called into the 
Field for other service, Two Companies of Artillery. 

I am yours, etc., 
To Col. Jehu Eyre, Esq., WM. HENRY, L't. 

of the City Philad' & C'ty 

Artillery Battalion. 

On the receipt of this order he called into service the 1st 
Company, commanded now by Capt. John McGinley, formerly 
Capt. Massey, placing it in the works at Billingsport, and the 
4th Company, now Capt. James Lang, formerly Capt. Ruper, 
which he stationed at Mud Island Fort, now Fort Mifflin, 
where they remained on duty until the last of August. Their 
services not being required any longer, he ordered them home. 
The expenses of the militia seem to have been borne by fines 
raised from those who did not serve, for in June the follow- 
ing letter was sent to Col. Eyre : — 
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Philad'a, 7th June, 1779. 
Sir: As I am quite at a Loss, and will be necessitated to 
stop Collecting the Militia fines for want of The particular 
Returns of Each Company of your Artillery Batt", that is 
to say Fifty Privates, non Commissioned oflicers included & 
Four Commissioned oflicers agreeable to the Militia Law of 
this State. Therefore please to furnish me with the same as 
soon as possible, which will much oblige 

Sir, your most humble Serv't, 

WM. HENEY, L't. 

In October, 1779, the militia were again called out to assist 
in the co-operation of the army with the fleet of Count D'Es- 
taing, which was expected on the coast, and Col. Eyre again 
took the field. 

During the year 1780 military operations were suspended 
in the north, and transferred to the Southern States; therefore 
the militia of the City and State were not called into service, 
and Col. Eyre remained home attending mainly to his busi- 
ness, for he had lost all but his real estate, the enemy having 
appropriated his effects during their occupation of the City 
and County in 1777 and 1778. In a memorandum of his 
losses sustained during that time while he was with his com- 
mand in the army ; he mentions — 

£ s. d. 
One Brig, 56 ft. keel, 24 ft. beam, nearly finished, value 550 
One Ship, 80 ft. keel, 29 ft. beam " 260 

Timber, plank, boards, tools, and furniture in his house, 

amounting to cost price 5582 

Total loss of 6392 

for which neither he nor his family ever received a farthing 
from the State or Government. 

The vessels which he left on the stocks were finished and 
taken by the enemy, the timber, etc., being used for the re- 
pairing of their vessels. 

From the hardships he had passed through, his health be- 
came impaired, and a chronic affection of the liver set in 
early in 1781 with severe attacks of jaundice, which carried 
him off in July of that year, at the early age of 43 years. 
He left a widow and five children — three sons, George, Jehu, 
and Franklin ; two daughters, Sarah and Lydia. 
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He was a man of great energy and determination, with a 
very generous and hospitable disposition ; whose love for his 
country was such that no sacrifice was too great for him to 
make. 

He was a correct disciplinarian in business matters as well 
as in military affairs, as is shown by the careful diaries and 
accounts which he always kept. He and his family were 
regular attendants at Christ Church, Second Street above 
Market. 

He held his position of Colonel commanding the Philadel- 
phia Artillery until his death, and died honored and respected 
by all his fellow officers and citizens. 

Colonel Eyre was buried, with the military honors belong- 
ing to his rank, in the Coates' family graveyard at the corner 
of Third and Brown Streets, and was followed to the grave 
by almost the whole of the population of Kensington, as well 
as by a number of persons from the city. In 1853 these 
grounds were sold, and his remains were removed to South 
Laurel Hill Cemetery, where they lie surrounded by those of 
his kindred, in a vault built for the purpose — designated 
only by the word " Eyre" over the door. 

His sword, one of his epaulets, camp table and stool are 
now in the National Museum in Independence Hall. 
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